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Pl atinum AVO Promi ses
Fabulous Food and Wine

Your Pl atinum
has been busy with the final
touches in preparation for our Fifth
Annual Platinum Tasting. Last
year 6s event was _
and we are trying hard to make this §
yeards event eve

| dm sure most
checked out the event on our Web
site... if not do it now. The list of
wines & nineteen this yeard and s j
the food pairings are very : :
impressive. The Platinum judging -
conducted by @Wi ( “wj
Northwesto (WPNW . -C)"“vb“*:;
any wine from the Pacific : y be the AStand Alone
Northwest (Washington, Oregon, " ’ featured with our first course of the
Idaho and British Columbia) that evening.
had won a GOLD medal in a previous wine competition. Of the 247 wines continued on page 2...
submitted for the judging, five won Double Platinum, 27 won Platinum, 103
won Double Gold and the balance won Gold. This year we have four out of the
five wines that won a Double Platinum award, eight wines that won Platinum,
and the other seven are Double Gold winners.

3 In the most recent edition of
WPNW, Cathedral Ridge Winery
was named the Oregon winery of the
year. Their Syrah won a Double
Platinum and was rated the number
six wine out of the 247 judged. The
owners and their winemaker will be
joining us for the evening.

3 Gehringer Brothers Estate
Winery in Oliver, British Columbia,
won three Platinum awards this year
and has won at least one Platinum
for five consecutive years. They will
have four wines at our event and will

Some of the highlights of this year>s event Wl I I be:

3 Three of the staff from Zerba Cellars  will be joining us at the event. I NSI DE THI S [}|SSU
They were WPNWbds Oregon Winery to Watich | ast year and [i mpr
two Double Platinums and a Platinum in this year's tasting. Their Syrah was Annual Meeting Report

the Top Wine (#1) in this year's competition. This impressive Local Wine Events

showing resulted in them beinjy our AFeatured Winer
this year's Platinum event. Spring Barrel Tasting

3 The owners and winemaker for Abacela Winery  will on the Rattlesnake Trall

be joining us. They were the featured winery in the

summer 2005 issue of WPNW and are noted for producing May Tastings
great Spanish-style wines, especially Tempranillo and Upcoming Classes
Grenache. The article AThe [Earl of Tempranill oo

interesting and very informative. And more!
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March Annual Meeting Report

The March annual meeting was held Wednesday, March 14th
and although the group was smaller than desired, everyone actively
circulated and participated. The food, from our great cooks, was
delicious as usual and there was a variety of wines to drink. The
business meeting was short and
missed a fun evening and the opportunity to meet new members.
Members also expressed the desire to have another petuck dinner,
perhaps more often than just the annual meeting.

A special thanks to all the individuals who helped set tables,
arrange the food as it was brought, clean off tables, wash dishes, and
see that the room was put back in shape. In other words, all the
multiple chores that are necessary in order to put on a tasting. If |
listed names, | know | would forget someone but the help is always
appreciated.

~ Virginia Gable

...continued from page 1

At this time we still have some
Sponsoring tables this year are:Abacela Vineyards and Winery ,
Cathedral Ridge Winery  , Gordon Brothers Family Winery , Maryhill
Winery , and Zerba Cellars . Some of these winery owners and winemakers
have very interesting backgrounds and stories to share with their tables. If you
can, please consider a Winemakers Table and have a special wine evening
experience. Also remember that you get a bottle of wine to take home from that
winery, and some of the wines are award winners or high-end vintages.

This year, as in past years, we will have available at the end of the event a
collection of all nineteen wines we tasted at this event for auction to the highest
bidder. The proceeds from this auction will go to the wine program at one of
the Yakima Valley colleges.

On last count we are almost 50 percent sold out. We are allowing only 220
seats for this special event, so do not hesitate, get your money and reservations
in as soon as possible and tell your friends or wine lovers everywhere that this
will be a great evening and should not be missed. Remember that this is our
major event of the year and even though the cost is $95 per person, considering
the quality and quantity of wines, a gourmet meal and dancing afterwards, it
cannot be equaled anywhere. A similar Platinum event in Seattle with less wine
and food was held recently, but at a cost of $130 per person. Compared to
many similar wine events, this is certainly a bargain for the price. If you need
more information on this event, go to our Web site at www.yakimawine.org
or call Chuck Johnson at 509-575-6841 or Karen Lee at 800-876-3369.

See you there!

~ Chuck Johnson
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Local Wine
Events

April 27 T April 29, 2007
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the Yakima Valley

The winemakers and cellar staff of
participating wineries will be on hand
to share insights and answer
guestions during Spring Barrel
Tasting. Many of the 47-plus Yakima
Valley wineries also make special
efforts to enhance the wine tasting
experience by adding delicious
cheeses, sauces, salsas, and even
desserts to the mix along with music
and entertainment.

Yakima Valley is the oldest wine
region, or appellation, in Washington
state. The region produces a wide
array of wine varietals grown in
vineyards that range from the
Yakima Valley to hillside plantings.

visitors and locals to leisurely visit
the numerous wineries that have
made the Yakima Valley region one
of the most interesting and
prestigious viticulture regions in the
country.

To participate in the Spring Barrel
Tasting event, simply purchase a
Reserve Ticket, which includes your
event wineglass. Tickets are $20 pp
in advance, $25 pp at the door.
Tickets are non-refundable.

For more information on events at
specific wineries check
www.wineyakimavalley.org

~ Julie Johnson

you
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ltds spring in
Hills, and the spring wildflowers are
just gorgeous at this time of year.
Some of the most beautiful scenery
in Eastern Washington lies in and
around the estate vineyards of the
Rattlesnake Hills, and we are
celebrating springtime the way we
traditionally do T by rolling out the
barrels and having some fun!

Yes, itds Spring
time!! April 27 1 29, 2007! Great
new wines, live bands, BBQ, artists,
and more are on the Trail! This
weekend, all the wineries throughout
the Valley offer samples of their
finely crafted, newest wines, direct
from the barrel. Winemakers are on
hand to discuss their new releases
while providing tastes. No ticket is
required on the Rattlesnake Hills
Wine Trail, just a glass (and check
out our Passport Program & only
$50 for some really awesome
discounts!) Glasses and Passports
are available at all the wineries on
the Trail. Besides some excellent
discounts with the Passport, here are
some of the highlights in the
wineries of the Rattlesnake Hills on
Spring Barrel Tasting weekend:

Bonair Wigpextaculérs
new tasting room will be open for
business, and is it beautiful! And Miz
Deebs will of fer
this side of the Mississippi. Hyatt
Vineyards will have the Blue
Tropics playing both Saturday &
Sunday. Paradisos del Sol
Winery will explore barrel aging
and oak with winemaker Paul
Vandenberg. Piety Flats will offer
samples of 606
barrel T probably the only
Carmenere available in the area! On

Carmener e

t h Saturday,tApril 28th, listek te the

live Cajun sounds of the Bayou Boys.
Severino Cellars |, the newest

winery in the Zillah area, will be

open for their first Spring Barrel

Tasting and they promise to deliver
some great wines! (Just off exit 54 in
Zillah, over the freeway and left on
Mai n. Look to the
there.) Silver Lake will have

draples feoin thd barset off 20Q6

Roza Hill Chardonnay and 2006

Roza Hill Merlot. And Two

Mountain Winery will have the
acclaimed acoustic
Satellited playing
for your enjoyment.

Okay, thatos
the exciting weekend coming up
April 27 T 29, but if you prefer more
one-on-one with the winemakers,
shorter lines, less music and more
focus on the barrels, then come by
the weekend before. April 207 22 is
known as Pre-Barrel Tasting. You
wonoét find the | i v
will find the great wines, and get a
jump on those wine futures for sale
at some of the wineries! As always,
there is no cost to attend Spring
Barrel Tasting or Pre-Barrel Tasting
at the wineries on the Rattlesnake
Hills Wine Trail. We strive to treat
you like a valued friend.

right and youdll be

fiDi stant
great tunes

duo
s ome

j ust

Rattlesnake Hills

Spring Barrel Tasting
April 27 8 29, 2007

bands, but

Looking for something to
do that weekend or during
Pre-Barrel Tasting?

you

How about volunteering to
help the Rattlesnake Hills
Wine Trail?

s 0 meFormbre infdrneatiob enghis orB B Q

Volunteers will be treated
to a BBQ with the wine-
makers in May or June.

Interested? Call Shannon

Bird at 965-4521
or email her at
info@rattlesnakehills.com.

any other Rattlesnake Hills event,
visit www.rattlesnakehills.com ,
or e-mail info@rattlesnakehills.com ,
or call 888.375.RHWT.

~ Shannon Bird,
Rattlesnake Hills Wine Trail

from the
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